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ONTARIO’S JUSTICE SYSTEM 


Laws are for everyone. For the protection 
and safety of people, property and the 
environment. 


In Ontario, when someone breaks the 
law and is caught, the justice system takes 
over. 


Police forces identify illegal behavior 
and apprehend accused lawbreakers. 


The Ministry of the Attorney General 
brings accused persons to trial in Ontario’s 
courts. Cases are heard by appointed judges 
and, incriminal proceedings, by citizen juries. 
Judges are responsible for sentencing those 
found guilty. 


A sentence may consist of a fine or the 
loss of certain freedoms, or both. 


Offenders who meet the terms of a 
simple fine sentence exit the justice system. 
Allothers are committed to supervision by the 
Ministry of Correctional Services. 


THE MINISTRY OF CORRECTIONAL 
SERVICES 


The ministry has jurisdiction over 
offenders age 18 and over sentenced to prison 
terms of less than two years, or probation 
-terms of up to three years. Prison sentences 
of two years or more are administered by 
Correctional Service of Canada. 


Under the Young Offenders Act, Canada, 
the ministry also holds responsibility for 
16-and 17-year-old offenders, up to their 
eighteenth birthday. For more information 
about correctional services in the community 
for young offenders, contact the office noted 
on the last page of this publication. 


The role of the ministry is twofold: 


1. to provide opportunities for offenders to 
adjust their behavior in keeping with 
society's expectations; 


2. to provide society with protection from 
unlawful behavior. 


CORRECTIONAL PROGRAMMING 


Institutional custody or “imprisonment” 
makes up just a fraction of the ministry’s 
scope of activity. On any given day, more than 
85 per cent of offenders under the ministry’s 
care are serving their sentences under 
community supervision by ministry probation 
and parole personnel. 


Correctional programs are administered 
by five regional offices throughout the 
province. Each office is responsible for the 
full range of correctional services, from 
probation and parole Supervision to secure 
detention and custody. 


Correctional programs are designed to 
provide a continuum of services, tailored to 
the individual needs of each offender. 


Education, personal counselling, 
treatment, vocational training and work 
experience are just some of the components 
of programs developed for offenders, in the 
community as well as _ in_ institutional 
environments. 


COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 


Probation 


Some offenders are judged by the courts 
not to require imprisonment and are 
sentenced to terms of probation. A probation 
order specifies the conditions under which 
the offender may remain in the community. 


Conditions may include: 


e regular reporting to a probation / parole 
officer; 


e requirements to perform community 
service; 


e orders that the offender make direct 
restitution to the victim; 


e restrictions on personal freedoms such 
as alcohol consumption and right of 
association. 


Temporary Absence Permits 


Offenders completing sentences in the 
community include those released from institu- 
tions on temporary absence permits for employ- 
ment, education, health or personal reasons. 


Temporary absence has proven to be an 
effective means of keeping inmates in touch 
with the realities of the community, in 
anticipation of their re-integration into society. 


Parole 


Community correctional services are also 
directed to those released from institutions on 
parole. Inmates are eligible for parole after 
having served at least one-third of their sentence. 


CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES 


Adult offenders enter the correctional 
system through one of the province’s jails or 
detention centres. These facilities provide 
_custody for temporary or transient inmates; 
those remanded for court appearances or 
other judicial proceedings; inmates awaiting 
transfer to other institutions and offenders 
serving sentences of less than 124 days. 


Detention centres are large regional cen- 
tres ranging in capacity from 92 to 504 inmates. 
Jails are small local facilities with capacities 
ranging from 20 to 124, the Toronto Jail being 
the only exception with a capacity of 528. 


Because they hold acomplete spectrum of 
types of offenders, these facilities are designed 
for maximum security (cell accommodation). 


Persons sentenced to terms of incarcera- 
tion greater than 124 days are generally 
transferred to a correctional centre. Those 
sentenced to two years or more are 
transferred to a federal penitentiary. 


Correctional Centres 


Ontario’s nine correctional centres are 
long-stay institutions for offenders serving 
sentences of up to two years. Correctional 
centres range in capacity from 95 to 568 in- 
mates. With one exception, correctional cen- 
tres provide a medium or minimum security en- 
vironment. Millbrook Correctional Centre, 
located in Millbrook, Ontario, houses inmates 
who present behavior problems or a security 
risk in a maximum security environment. 


Treatment Facilities 


The Ontario Correctional Institute is a 
220-bed treatment facility providing clinical 
services including general medicine, psycho- 
therapy, group counselling, dentistry, self-aware- 
ness training and other therapeutic programs. 


Treatment services are also available at the 
50-bed Guelph Assessment and Treatment Unit, 
part of the Guelph Correctional Centre. 


Both facilities accept inmates on a referral 
basis from other correctional institutions. 


Young Offender Facilities 


While most young offenders receive 
terms of probation from the courts, those 
found guilty of serious offences or judged to 
be a danger to society may receive a custody 
disposition. 


In the case of a custody disposition, the 
courts have the option to order either “open” 
or “secure” custody. “Open” custody refers to 
facilities such as group homes. “Secure” 
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custody generally means an_ institutional 
setting. 


Young offender custody services must be 
separate and apart from adult services. 


Community Resource Centres 


Community resource centres are 
operated by private organizations under 
contract to the ministry to provide residential 
and counselling services to offenders 
completing institutional sentences. Inmates 
are released to the care of community 
resource centres on temporary absence from 
correctional institutions. 


Residents generally work or attend 
school. Those who earn an income pay taxes, 
room and board, and may contribute to the 
support of their families. 


CRC residents participate in a wide 
variety of programs intended to assist them 
with their re-integration into society. 


NEED MORE INFORMATION? 


If you need more information about 
Ontario’s correctional system, contact: 


Communications Branch 
Ministry of Correctional Services 
2001 Eglinton Avenue East 
Scarborough, Ontario 

M1iL 4P1 


For general information telephone: 
(416) 750-3333 


OTHER PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE: 


Institutional Programs 


e Community Programs 


e Careers in Corrections 


e Ontario Parole 


e Volunteering 


e Young Offenders 
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